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Ration Cards
1. ™The following consumer informstion dates through emrly December 53 znd

pertains to Bucharest.
2. "Ration cards exist throughcut Rumania for the following ltems:

Breaad

Food Commndities o -
Clothing, shoes ond shoe repairz

Firewood and petroleum

2
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3. "The types of ration cards accorded various categories of citizens are:
Ration Card A - Miners - ’
o B = Heevy Workers (mainly in heavy metallurgicel
... . industries} . . =
B-1 - Heavy Workers (in small plants and factories) :
c = All other categories of employees in the Govermment's
field of labor

-l - Pensioners end all family members (wives) or ration
. card holders im categories A, B,.B-1, C and D=1, =
- D-2 - Children of ration cerd holders, from birth to the

age of 1hk.

Thus,ration cards :8re lssued to persons within the Govermment's field of labor
end pensioners, and their wives and ch:l.ld.ren_. :

b, “persons without the Govermment's field of labor » with two exceptions, are not
entitled to any ration cards. The exceptions are:

(a) Pregnant women, from the £ifth month of preguancy until
. .dellvery. Issued, upon a medical certificate from the
Circa Sanitara ‘(Dispensary of a ¢ity sub-sector) upon which
. EE woman depends. .They-are granted rstion cards: for bread,
.. Bugar, and oil of edible sunflower seeds.

(b) All male;and female citizenms affectid with tuberculosis who .

. . 'dlso possess a Poverty Certificate ---and thu: are indirectly
. authorized to medical sttention at’ theilr locel Girca Sctuivars.
. - They are issued ration cards for bread and firewood, upen & -
" medlcal certificate from their Cires Sand i

The actual issue of the ration cards in both sases is done through the Sgatul

PO;J%llcf (People’s Board) of the raien {city .sector) ‘in which they live, Eech
month the cards for. ‘b:e.a@‘ajnd' food gqqngdi;ﬂi;gaﬁ_ _j}xg.vgvf‘a.,dzf_ferent color.

50X1-HUM

5. “The following quantities of consumer goods are issued on the B-1 Ration Cards:

(s) D-1 Certela de Paine (Bread Ration Card)

" 250 grems of bread per day

{b) D-1 Alimente {Food Commodities Card) - Issued monthly through
. . theé People’s Borad of the citizen's.raion,:
, cugar: 500 gms per person per month
‘.‘Sunflo_wer seed oll: 400 decaliters per person per month
' Soap: 250 gms per person every three months (:l.ncluding one .cake
of Cheia toilet soap)

Paste fainoase (pasta): 500 gms per person e{rery three months
Meat: 150 gms per person per week.

CONFIDENTIAL
US OFFICIALS ONLY

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/05 : CIA-RDP80-00926A007000010053-7



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Rel'eéée‘2013/02/05 : CIA-RDP80-00926A007000010053-7

-3 - ]
CONFIDENTIAL 50X1-HUM

U3 OFFICIALS ONLY

D-1 Carnet de Pensie (Clothi “hoes and Shoe Repair Ration Card)
.= issued by the People’s Board of the raion, every six months.
This particular card is prepared on thick brown cardboard aboub
32 x'16 cms. It bears the holder's name snd surpame, preclse
street address,.end city sector, It is stamped with the round
stemp of the People's Board of the raion. The middle of the
cerd has the letter 'A! through 'L’ inclusive. The left side
gives the numbers °1' through '36'. The right upper corper of |
the card, Just over the holder's personal data, has coupons for:
shoes, repair of shoes and metrad (white cotton material}, .

(c}

There are 36.polnte on each ration card (1 ¢ 72 e yesr). The =
card further entitles the holder to: : v

- . Three meters of metrej moterial - o - o .
.. & pair of shoes - the bon de incaltaminte or shoe coupon
shoe repair - new soles - &t & Shoemsker 's Cooperative -
.. the bon de reparat incaltaminte (With a coupon in Dec 53 .
' a cef of now soles 2nd heels cost.1b Lei) ,

C ‘ 50X1-HUM
. 'a prosop {towel] needs six coupons sad the

;gt.!;grg Aac,aw bacms kerchief needs four coupons and
__the lettexr F. ' 50X1-HUM

(a) D-1 Certels de Lemne se Petrol (Firewood end Beis Retion Card)
_ . = issued.only to the hend of & femily unit ;;rgg%pggﬂ.g@a'ef the number
.of dependents. Issued by the People's Board of the raion. . |

© 3000 Kilos i firewood per smmam ... - .

Gk quntity of petrolews 50X1-HUM
"The firewood: amd petroleum are distributed‘thrwah the State’
Firewood and POL fupply depots - Combustibil - which exist ip

_swery suh-gectdr of Bucharest. | ‘
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6. "The following uquantitieé' of consumer goods are issued on the D-2 ration cards,
for children: B - ‘

(.,a.) b-é cartele de Paine {(Bread Ré,tjzon Card)

" © 300 gms of bread daily

(v) D-2 Cartels de Alimente (Food Commodities Ration Card)
gugar: 1 kilo per month
Edible sunflover seeds sund cooking o0il: LOO deculiters
er month -
Sospr 250 gws every three months
One cake of Cheis tollet soap every three months; in addition
Y  -- different from the adult ration . .
. papte Fainonse: 500 gus evesy three months
Gris (Zemolina): 500 gms per month
Monts . 250 gas per week

(¢) D-2 Certels de Imbrocsmimte {Clothing Petion Cerd) - Issued
every six months, with k1 poinks per card. The card for
children is similar to the adult D=1 except that it is vislet
ip colors. .The Metraj allowance for.children i eight meters
per year.

u;;segg%ggg%%mx
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early Dec 53 in Bucherest.

Ava.;l&buit¥ g% Prices of Food Comnoditiés .
e following lists of food commodities indicates the pﬂ%ﬁ@ﬁ‘

commodities-when sold to ration card ‘holders in official o

:L_gg“ hese
e, e ion

£y

' - prices) and in Cooperatives or in the State Stores (free prices) iy oV &nid

as goods,on ‘the free morket;.’ ‘there 1s more fréquent distribution of the gouds

within the cooperatives .

K
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The goods issued’ through Cooperatives cost the same

8. "“Bread is” on sale in the Centre de vaine (Br’ead Centers) The bread
obtainable on raticn coupons 1s also on saleat free prices (mture.lly
ihigher) in the Centre. . . _
) fJuanti‘hy”‘ * Ration Pric-e:s-lei. Free Pfrices-lei
Black bread (raﬁioned) Y kilo ‘ L.40 2.80
white bresd; lotg ]i')ewes s SRR
700 gms eadk 7@0 gms ‘. " not svallable 3.80
semi-white bread; rew . : C
" type on sale esarly R
Dec 53 in 700 gm loaves 700 g riot’ available ,2;60
Chifla (aweet bread) o one cs.“ke S hot availahle 0.30
9. “There are no. ‘ration cdrds for Mlk. 'rhere are 7o milk distribution centers for
ordinary citizens, not even thosé within the Governmenmt's field of labor. ALl
distribution of milk ‘tekes place through the Cooperstives; therefore it is
a.va:llp.ble (:Ln Bueharest at least} only to. Cc»opmtive mggaygq:spu
uantity '
Milk 1 liter . mt, on ration_ 130
r..agte yc.u (acid.opmlus) 2 lit‘.er . A0t on ration 1.00
10, “There are special centers called Centre ot e to serve

holders of ‘the Food C’ommodity REtion Cards,
city sub-sector of Buchurest, where ra.tiom 1;91

There are 8lso the Comslimentare or State Stores for Food Commodities,
Othgz"food commodities

coupons.

vhich sell food commodities to esayone, without coupons.

C guch center in esch
dgrs my shop with their

are sold through' “the Coepemtivas to Cooperative nmembers.

" Quanitity = Ration Prices-lel Free Frices-lei
Butter 1 kilo not, a.vailable 25.00
Brenzs: de Veen (eawmhese)( not &vailahle‘..,....................
Branza de Bralls (Braila :
. cheese) lst quality 1 kilo not available 11.50
2nd quality 1 kilo not avallable 9.00
smentens. {cream). . not available anyvherervere.ssesssesos
Rice 1 kilo not availsble 9.00
Cornflour ° 1 kilo hot' available k.oo
' Malei (polentd) - 1 kilo.  not available 2,70
rk fat 1 kileé' ©  not availsble 46,00 - 50.00
Mezuluri (various ty‘pee : o )
salami}j - —-ee) kilo ' .not avallable 12,00 - 28,00
Halva (Turkish 'csmd‘y) , only
100 gms sold to a customer
- at & time S 1 kilo not availsble, 22,00
Bonboang (candy) ' L'kilo - -not availobie 12,00 - 20,00
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Quantity Retion Prices-lel [Free Prices-lel
o S A L . , e huk Uk e
. "Chocolate . v . fvailable at Tree prices; not RBowh.7== - . .-
Cocos . . 1 kilo . not availsble . ' " 1K 40P
Olives - . lkilo  not svaileble 25400
.. Cooperativea . each 0.65 e aee

Pggs, in State Stores ,
. énd markets: . each . S ‘ '1.80 - 3.00

1L. "Meat is 501d in Stete Butcher Stores called Comcar. Types of mest, sveilsble
only to ration card holders, are es follows:

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

‘ v quantity  Retdo Prices-lel Free Prices-lei-
ey T . \' s N A ) PR et
C];st qmlity 1 kilo ’ \ 7-00 N : 10000\. v,
S ond quality . . 1 kilo 5.00 10.00
3rd guality L 1 kilo 3.00 10.00
Bork e
1st quality (cotlete)l kilo 9.00 14.00 - 15,00
W o, Pnd gueldty . o ok kilo. oo 71409 - . 14,00 < 15,00 . .
e 3rd qualdby L Rile Lo 5.000 L LU - 15.00
L temb - 1 kilo om0, e 10,00

‘ ‘ Ator-Mecelar)., The™
consumer cen't protest too marny bones, etc. “fhere is & cervaim degree of
selection for ration.card holders, none for buyers -at the free pricess .Mest
s0ld for free prices 'is lumped imto one quality and sold as beef or lsub at the
£ixed price of 10 lel per kilo. :The free prices for-pork are higher. There

‘are two quédes:in front of eny Comder store. In the first queue customers

“gie waiting to.have retion coupons detached at the cashier's booth. The.

- customer hands over: the ration. card. The cachikr detaches the coupons. The
customer indicetes the quality of mest desired snd pays the cashier. the Ca

. necessary money -- & housewife will be. carrying the ration cards of her. . ..
femily. Then the. customer 1s given o, small piece of paper besring the stemp
of the Comcar on which the cashier has written the quentity and quality of
mest purchased. The customer lines up in the other queue-to collect the meat,

. hends over the slip of paper, watches the meat veighed end is hended = piece
of paper -- generally old newspaper -- in which to vwrap it, The customer
does "the wragping. Wmepping paper is seldom swailable in.the .meat .and fLacd
commodity stores. There was a shortege of meat in Bucharest in Dec 53.
Ration card holders are not forced %6 do their shopping in one specific.fitate
Store; this has been true since spdag 1953, But consumers do stick %to one
store g0 that they will be known and perhaps better serveds. The.clerk.in
a State Store mey ask & ration card holder to identify himself, prior to
iseue of rationss-- =- U T B

The quelity of meat is determined by the Comcar ' clerk* (Pu:

Lol

12, "Fish is seld in the Compescarie (Fish Centers). There is little ve.rie.ﬁy,,.
end the centers are poorly supplied. It is very: difficult to ovtain crép ot
stiuca. Not availeble at ration prices. One kilo cost 6.30 lei (free

p;,-icei Dec: 53. : ‘ ‘ 7 55 o e
» 13. "Fruits and Végetables, are sold in the Aprozar centers in markets such as-tﬁe

Obor market.
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.‘Am!‘.ei‘(peppers) 1 kilo
Varze (cabbage),soa.rce 1 Kilo

2 _(,leek) : 1 kile

cOvV (carrots) - 1 kilo
runjel (parsley) 1 kilo

- plekles) .
" §fecls (beetroot) ' :L kilo”
Ceaps (onions),scarce 1 kilo

apples) 1 kilo
ears). 1 kilo

Btmgurd - - 1 kilo

, (eauliflover) 1 kilo

_Luna (r.d.ish) 1 kilo

urol (garlic),scarce 1l kiie:

T not available on

rtt:l.on ca.rds

Free Prices-lel

: h'“’?)s?'ﬂ.

1 ho0HS5

10420
0.65
(forgotten price)
o.};s
0.65
] 0.139'
1 0.25

0!65

l 20
0. 65 - 1n 20

2,00
l 00 - 1‘20
2,50 - 3.00
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e “The rouowins foods were very scarce autumn 1953 in the State Stores (for free

_ sale to citizens without the Govermment's field of labor aud st ration prices
_to holders of ration cards):.
“SUgar. m“ too:ls were mra ee.siiy a.va.ilnble in %openti 8 9 preutive

Mﬂ’a.
15. "l‘umrs m the villages srouid Bucharest bn‘ag ia products to all the

market
Pearmers aleo smthea

oo

Mezeluri (sului) cheese,
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rice and

10,

s ‘and: sell them directly to custemers, sometimes’ (Wt 'lower prices. .
deliver products’ d.:l.rcetly to e m‘boner 's “home” address.
But umberahip" in a eoeperatlve is the only my "to galn access L0 scarce. .

. 1y, it a.t oll, diatriw to the oraimy citizen. ; ’

50X1-HUM
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